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ANNUAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 2020-2021

The Rajghat Samadhi Committee, created by an
Act of Parliament called the “Rajghat Samadhi Act,
19517 and “Rajghat Samadhi (Amendment) Act, 1958”,
is an autonomous body entrusted with the following
responsibilities:

1.  to administer the affairs of the Samadhi and to
keep the Samadhi in proper order and in a state
of good repair;

2.  to organize and regulate periodical functions at
the Samadhi;

3. to do such other things as may be incidental or
conducive to the efficient administration of the
affairs of the Samadhi.

Composition of the Committee

According to the above Act, the composition of the
Committee is as follows:

Mayor, Delhi Municipal Corporation (ex-officio);
three officials nominated by the Government; four non-
officials; and three Members of Parliament, two from the
Lok Sabha appointed by the Speaker, Lok Sabha and one
from the Rajya Sabha appointed by the Chairman, Rajya
Sabha and notified by the Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs, Government of India.

In addition to the above as Members, the Government
has appointed Hon’ble Union Minister of Housing & Urban
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Affairs as Chairman of the Rajghat Samadhi Committee as
per Clause 4 (ii) of the Act, 1951.

The Committee in the year under report:

Chairman: Sh. Hardeep S. Puri, Hon’ble Union
Minister of State(IC) for Housing & Urban Affairs;
Members: Sh. Anil Baluni, MP; Sh. Hans Raj Hans, M.P;
Sh. Ramesh Bidhuri, MP; Sh. Shrikrishna Kulkarni; Sh.
Ram Bahadur Rai; Sh. Rajat Sharma, Chairman & Editor-
in-Chief, India TV; Mayor of Delhi (ex-officio); Chief
Secretary, NCT of Delhi; Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs and Joint Secretary, Ministry of
Culture.

Repair and Maintenance

The repair and maintenance of the garden and parks,
electrical installations and pumps and other structures
were, as usual, entrusted to CPWD — namely Horticulture,
Electrical and Civil Engineering Divisions.

The meetings were held with the officials of CPWD
periodically to discuss work-projects and sort out problems
relating to maintenance and upkeep of the Samadhi.

The expenditure incurred by the CPWD on the upkeep
and maintenance of the Samadhi is reimbursed out of the
grant received from the Government of India.

Functions

As in previous years, special functions were held
on 2nd October and 30th January to observe the birth and
death anniversaries of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of
the Nation. On these two occasions all-religion prayers
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and mass spinning programmes were held. Both these
functions were attended by Hon’ble President of India,
Vice-President, Prime Minister, Speaker of the Lok Sabha,
former Prime Ministers, Leader of the Opposition, Central
Ministers, Chief Minister of Delhi, Ambassadors and High
Commissioners of various nations. Besides invited guests
and public including school children (National Cadet Corps)
also attended these functions.

On his way to the Red Fort on the 15th August, 2020
Shri Narendra Modi, Hon’ble Prime Minister, visited the
Samadhi and paid floral tributes to Mahatma Gandhi, the
Father of the Nation on the occasion of Independence Day.

Apart from the annual functions, all-religion prayers
and spinning programmes were held regularly on every
Friday evening throughout the year (except during lockdown
period imposed by the Government authorities to curb effect
of Covid-19 pandemic).

Visitors

Being one of the most frequently visited place in
Delhi, Gandhi Samadhi continues to attract a large number
of visitors including high dignitaries (VIPs), both from India
and abroad. However due to onset of Covid-19 pandemic
in the country, the daily presence of visitors to the Samadhi
area was greatly reduced. As a result there was no visit of
any VIP to the Samadhi during the year 2020-21.

Donation Boxes

Traditionally, two donation boxes are placed near the
Samadhi in which cash offerings are put by the visitors.
These cash collections are utilized exclusively on the
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welfare of downtrodden, a cause that was dear to Gandhiji.
This is being done through another institution founded
by Gandhiji, the Harijan Sevak Sangh, since the Rajghat
Samadhi Committee has no such project of its own. The
Sangh has been authorized to take away these offerings
from the Samadhi direct to their own bankers.

Administration and Organization

(a)

(b)

(c)

Staff Position: The Secretariat of the Rajghat
Samadhi Committee has a total strength of 19
officials.

Finance: The Rajghat Samadhi Committee is
a non-commercial, non-earning body which
functions in public interest. The entire financial
requirement is non-plan in nature and is met by
Grants-in-aid from the Central Government.
The total Grants-in-aid of Rs. 376.11 lakh was
received by the Rajghat Samadhi Committee
during the year 2020-21.

Vigilance: The Secretary of the Committee
functions as the Chief Vigilance Officer. In
its day-to-day functioning, the Committee
takes due care to observe the provisions of the
vigilance manuals and other guidelines brought
out by the Central Vigilance Commission.
Several initiatives have been taken by the
Committee to bring about great transparency in
its working. During the year 2020-21, no case
of corruption or any other vigilance matter was
registered.
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(d) Redressal of Public Grievances: The grievances

received from the tourists and public generally
relate to inadequate facilities in the Rajghat
Samadhi Complex. These are attended to as
early as possible.

(e) Right to Information: The Assistant Caretaker in

(f)

the Rajghat Samadhi Committee has been designated
as Public Information Officer of the Committee.
The Secretary, Rajghat Samadhi Committee acts as
the First Appellate Authority for the purpose of the
RTI Act. During the year 2020-21, the Committee
received 6 RTI applications which were disposed off
in time.

Swachh Bharat Mission: The Government’s top
most priority programme “Swachh Bharat Mission”
was launched by the Hon’ble Prime Minister on 2™
October, 2014 on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti. As
partofthe cleanliness campaign, the Rajghat Samadhi
Committee organized various activities in support
of the campaign. The employees of the Committee
were motivated to contribute towards cleaning of
their office space, residential neighborhoods as well
as involving their family members and other friends
and relatives in this noble mission with the objective
to make their city a better place to live in.

Accounts and Audit

All expenditure incurred on maintenance and upkeep,

work-projects, establishment, holding of functions, etc.,
were met out of the grant-in-aid received from the Ministry
of Urban Development, Government of India.
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The account for grant received and expenditure
incurred are maintained by the Rajghat Samadhi
Committee Office and subjected to annual audit by Office
of the Director General of Audit (Infrastructure), Delhi. The
Audited Accounts for the year 2020-21 are appended to this
Report.

(Krishna Pal Singh)
Secretary (Part Time)
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Separate Audit Report of the Comptroller & Auditor
General of India on the Accounts of Rajghat Samadhi
Committee for the year ended on 31 March 2021

We have audited the attached Balance Sheet of Rajghat
Samadhi Committee (RSC) as at 31 March 2021 and the
Income and Expenditure Account/Receipt & Payment
Account for the year ended on that date under Section
19(2) of the Comptroller and Auditor General’s (Duties,
Powers and Conditions of Service) Act, 1971 read with Rule
4(1) of the Rajghat Samadhi Rules, 1952. These financial
statements are the responsibility of the RSC’s management.
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial
statements based on our audit.

2. The Separate Audit Report contains the comments
of the Comptroller & Auditor General of India (CAG) on
the accounting treatment only with regard to classification,
conformity with the best accounting practices, accounting
standards and disclosure norms, etc. Audit observations
on financial transactions with regard to compliance with
the Law, Rules & Regulations (Propriety and Regularity)
and efficiency-cum-performance aspects, etc., if any, are
reported through Inspection Report/ CAG’s Audit Reports
separately.

3. We have conducted our audit in accordance with
auditing standards generally accepted in India. These
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial
statements are free from material misstatements. An audit
includes examining, on a test basis, evidences supporting
the amounts and disclosure in the financial statements. An
audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used
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and significant estimates made by management, as well as
evaluating the overall presentation of financial statements.
We believe that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our

opinion.

4. Based on our audit, we report that:

(i)

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

We have obtained all the information and
explanations, which to the best of our knowledge
and belief were necessary for the purpose of our
audit.

The Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure
Account/ Receipt & Payment Account dealt with
by this report have been drawn up in the format
prescribed by the Ministry of Finance.

In our opinion, proper books of accounts and other
relevant records have been maintained by Rajghat
Samadhi Committee as required under Rule 4 of
the Rajghat Samadhi Rules, 1952 in so far as it
appears from our examination of such books.

We further report that:
General

Notes to the Accounts
Depreciation (Note No.2)

The above note states that depreciation has been
provided on fixed assets as per rules and rates given
in Income Tax Act as per WDV method and the
same has been charged to the Income & Expenditure
Account. The Depreciation rates as per the Income
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Tax Act, 1961 was 10 per cent for “Furniture and
Fittings including Electrical Fittings” and 40 per
cent for computers including computer software.
RSC in contravention of the aforesaid notes has
charged depreciation on Electrical equipment’s
at the rate of 15 per cent. Further depreciation
on CCTV camera should have been charged at
the rate of 40 per cent as applicable to computers
including computer software. However, the same
has also been charged at 15 per cent.

B. Grants-in-Aid

(v)

(vi)

During the year 2020-21, the RSC received grant
of Rs. 376.11 lakh from the Ministry of Housing
& Urban Affairs. It had an unspent balance of
Rs. 33.93 lakh from previous year and interest
earned on the Grant balance during the year
was Rs. 1.06 lakh. RSC utilized an amount of
Rs. 386.94 lakh leaving an unspent balance of
Rs. 24.16 lakh as on 31% March 2021.

Subject to our observations in the preceding
paragraphs, we report that the Balance Sheet
and Income & Expenditure Account/Receipt &
Payment Account dealt with by this report are in
agreement with the books of account.

In our opinion and to the best of our information
and according to the explanations given to us, the
said financial statements read together with the
Accounting Policies and Notes on Accounts, and
subject to the matters mentioned in Annexure to
this Separate Audit Report, give a true and fair

20



view in conformity with accounting principles
generally accepted in India;

a) In so far as it relates to the Balance Sheet, of the
state of affairs of the Rajghat Samadhi Committee
as at 31 March 2021; and

b) In so far as it relates to Income & Expenditure
Account of the Excess of Income over Expenditure
for the year ended on that Date.

For and on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India

Sd/-
(Vidhu Sood)
Place: New Delhi Principal Director of Audit
Date: 02 December 2021 (Infrastructure)
New Delhi
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